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WE         

Public Health 



Is violence a public health 
issue? 



Is violence a public health 
issue? 
• Epidemic 

• Clusters of Violence 

• Transmission of Violence 

• Violence is not inevitable 

 



My Hometown: Brooklyn, NY 
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Gun Violence: A Public Health Approach 
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We Normalize It  

Through Entertainment  
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A look beyond the numbers 
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“Shell shocked: Gun Violence in NOLA 

9 

“I’d say a gun is easier to get than a text book here.” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ja9LeicUG2I
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Addressing Violence: A Public Health Approach 

A Public Health Approach 
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• We know violence is preventable 

• Too many people are dying too 
soon 

• It’s not about taking your guns 
away 

• We address the things that cause 
violence so we can stop it 

• We need more answers… 

 

Violence: A Public Health Approach 

Simplifying the message: What do I tell 

my grandparents? 



Housing 



Education 



Access 



Employment 



Concentrated Disadvantage 



 

• Measures poverty, unemployment and low 
wage jobs 

• Poverty is a key factor 

• Majority of poor people in the US are White but 
they are less likely to live in neighborhoods of 
concentrated disadvantage 

• Impacts of legally enforced segregation, federal 
housing policies & bank lending practices 

• Limits access to basic services  

• Higher rates of violence in concentrated 
disadvantage neighborhoods 

• Limits community control 

 

Violence Prevention: A Public Health Approach 

Concentrated Disadvantage 
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• Acts as a large determinant of our health 

– Historical and systemic oppression: 

– Disinvestment 

– Deteriorating infrastructure 

• It’s not about “bad people” in bad neighborhoods 
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Where people live… 
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• In  a survey conducted in 1977, 42% of 

Whites felt that “White people have the right 

to keep Blacks out of their neighborhoods 

and Blacks should respect that right.” 
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Where people live… 
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Where people live… 
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• When public housing projects look 

like prisons, for example, the 

community environment becomes 

a factor that creates trauma.” 
                 -Howard Pinderhughes 



SDOH 

Education 

Economic 
Conditions 

Health Care 
System 

Built 
Environment 

Community 
Resources 

Violence 

HOW violence  
affects other SDOH 

Diminished performance, lower 
attendance, decreased grad. rates 

Reduced business investment, reduced 
commercial activity 

Higher costs from violent injuries and 
increased chronic conditions 

Unsafe public spaces leading to reduced 
usage 

More resources to public safety; high 
demand due to trauma 

MORE VIOLENCE 

Community 
Cohesion 

Reduced cohesion and sense of collective 
efficacy 

Violence 

Social Determinants of Health & Violence 

(and violence negatively affects the other determinants) 

Negative effects  
of violence on SDOH,  

including itself  

 
Plus violence causes even more violence 

Source: Cure Violence 



“It is unreasonable to expect that people will change 
their behavior easily when so many forces in the social, 
cultural and physical environment conspire against 
such change.” 

 -Institute of Medicine 



We optimize the conditions in which people are born, 
grow, live, work, learn and age. We work with other 
sectors to address the factors that influence health, 
including employment, housing, education, health care, 
public safety and food access.  We name racism as a force 
in determining how these social determinants are 
distributed.  



 

• A system of structuring opportunity 
and assigning value based on the 
social interpretation of how one looks 
(which is what we call “race”), that 

– Unfairly disadvantages some 
individuals and communities 

– Unfairly advantages other individuals 
and communities 

– Saps the strength of the whole society 
through the waste of human 
resources 
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Racism 
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Source: Camara P. Jones, MD, MPH, PhD 



 

• International Convention on the Elimination of 

all forms of Racial Discrimination 

• International anti-racism treaty adopted by 

the UN General Assembly in 1965 
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ICERD 
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• US signed in 1966 

• US ratified in 1994 
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ICERD 
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• It appears we act more 

quickly against “racist or 

racist remarks” than we do 

with racism… 
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Racism 

28 



 

• Institutionalized 

• Personally-mediated 

• Internalized  
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Levels of Racism 
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Source: Camara P. Jones, MD, MPH, PhD 



 

• Differential access to the goods, services, and 
opportunities of society, by “race” 

• Examples 

– Housing, education, employment, income 

– Medical facilities 

– Clean environment 

– Information, resources, voice 

• Explains the association between social class and “race” 
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Institutionalized Racism 
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APHA Brown Bag 2016: Jones CP.  Levels of Racism:  A Theoretic Framework and a Gardener’s Tale.  Am J Public Health  2000;90(8):1212-1215. 



 

• Differential assumptions about the abilities, motives, and intents of 
others, by “race” 

• Differential actions based on those assumptions 

• Prejudice and discrimination 

• Examples 

– Police brutality 
– Physician disrespect 
– Shopkeeper vigilance 
– Waiter indifference 
– Teacher devaluation 
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Personally-mediated Racism 
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APHA Brown Bag 2016: Jones CP.  Levels of Racism:  A Theoretic Framework and a Gardener’s Tale.  Am J Public Health  2000;90(8):1212-1215. 



 

• Acceptance by the stigmatized “races” of negative 
messages about our own abilities and intrinsic worth 

• Examples 

– Self-devaluation 

– White man’s ice is colder 

– Resignation, helplessness, hopelessness 

• Accepting limitations to our full humanity 
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Internalized Racism 
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APHA Brown Bag 2016: Jones CP.  Levels of Racism:  A Theoretic Framework and a Gardener’s Tale.  Am J Public Health  2000;90(8):1212-1215. 



 

• Accepted misconceptions 

– Black on Black Crime 
– People of color are more prone to 

violence and criminal behavior 

• Higher incarceration rates for similar 
crimes as their counterparts 

• Mass incarceration and criminalization 

• Jim Crow 
• Mass Lynching 
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Racism & Violence 
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• Scan for evidence of “racial” disparities 

– “Could racism be operating here?” 
– Routinely monitor outcomes as well as 

opportunities by “race” 

 

• Identify mechanisms 

– “How is racism operating here?” 
– Structures:  the who?, what?, when?, and 

where? 
 of decision-making 
– Policies:  the written how? 
– Practices and norms:  the unwritten how? 
– Values:  the why? 
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Measuring Institutionalized Racism 
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APHA  Brown Bag Presentation 2016- Jones CP.  Confronting Institutionalized Racism.  Phylon  2003;50(1-2):7-22. 



 

• How are data used? 

• What data are used? 
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How do you tell the story? 
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• Meaningful public participation 

• Talk open and honestly about race and racism 

• Limiting access to weapons 

• Change the narrative 

• Working across multiple sectors 

• Measuring and monitoring social impact 

– Truly tracking progress 
– Are we making a difference? 

• Displacing families is not the answer 

– Encourage community investment 
– Address racial segregation (60-80% of blacks or whites would 

need to move to a different neighborhood in order to integrate 
most U.S. cities) 
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How do we fit in? 
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• American Academy of 

Pediatrics  

• Brady Campaign  

• Center for American Progress 

• Doctors for America 
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Partnerships 
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• Injury and Violence Prevention Network 

• Intersectional Council Gun Violence 
Prevention Workgroup 

• Movement Towards Violence As a Health 
Issue 

• National Firearm Injury and Gun 
Violence Prevention Partnership 

• STRYVE Action Council 

• UNITY 
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Coalitions 

38 
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What are the youth saying? 

• Active adults/mentors  

• Employment 

• School 

• Options/opportunities 

• LISTEN 
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Youth Focus Groups 
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•“All I was doing was waiting for the bus when the officer 

approach me and asked me ‘why was I there?’”  

• “The police have been called on me more since more 

White people started moving in my neighborhood.” 

• “I don’t go to school because too many people fight and the 

teachers don’t care.” 

• “What’s the point in talking to anyone, they don’t listen 

anyway.” 

Violence Prevention: A Public Health Approach 

Youth Focus Groups- Washington, DC 
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• Action Alerts 

• Sign-on letters 

• APHA Supports: 
– Better/Enhanced Surveillance-

NVDRS 

– More Research/funding for 
research 

– Common Sense Gun Policies 

– Gun Safety Technology 

 

 

 

Advocacy 
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• Gun Violence topics page 

• News Interviews 

• Op-eds 

• Social Media messaging 

• Education/Awareness 

Violence Prevention: A Public Health Approach 

Communication 



APHA working with CDC is: 

• Partnering with law 
enforcement agencies 

• Goal is to increase utilization 
and awareness 

• Educate on the utility of 
NVDRS 
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National Violent Death Reporting System 
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Must Move Past-“Us vs. Them” Mentality 
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• Halts progress 

• Divisive 

• Undermines the issue  

 

 



 

• Build a nation of safe healthy 

communities 

• Ensure social justice 

• Help all Americans achieve at 

least a high school education 
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APHA’s Generation Public Health 
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• Collective action 

– City wide strategies 

• Building upon resilience 

• Implement proven strategies 

– Restorative Justice 
– Improve public spaces 
– Graduation 

• Direct investment in communities 

– Social capital 

• We all have a role-find yours! 

 

Gun Violence: A Public Health Approach 

Generation Public Health: How? 
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• Violence beyond criminal justice (housing, 
education, employment, community orgs.) 

• Addressing racism within the context of violence 

– Confront structural racism 

• Street outreach and interruption in neighborhoods 

• Meaningful employment for young people 

• Improve data collection and usage of data 

• Reduce exposure to violence 

• Dismantle the structures that exacerbate violence 

• Help to change community conditions and avoid 
blaming  
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The Road Ahead 
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The Impact of Racism on Health 
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Equality vs. Equity 
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